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Reconstructing Education for 21st Century:
The Establishment of EU Key Competences

PEI Xinning & LIU Xinyang
( Institute of Curriculum and Instruction East China Normal University Shanghai 20062 China;
Department of Educational Technology ~School of
Communication Shandong Normal University Jinan 250014 China)

Abstract: The Lisbon Strategy set up the overall development goals and strategies of EU for the 21st
century and the Key Competences framed the axis of the new education of EU and described a com—
mon vision accordingly. As an “overarching design” for a systematic change the Key Competences
serves not only as a core of the objectives for EU’ s education and training system in the new century
but also provides a reference framework and the direction for member country”’ s educational policy
making especially for curriculum reform. The Key Competences formation process and its conse—
quences are expected to enlighten the exploration on discipline abilities and curriculum improvement
in China.
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